Doctors set up free dialysis service

KARISHMA GANPATH

A GROUP of Durban medieal
practitioners has given a life-
line to thousands of cash-
strapped kidney sufferers by
offering a free or subsidised
renal dialvais sorvice,

The project, believed to be
the first of its kind in the
provinee, will be launched
tomorrow at Nu-Shifa Hospi-
tal.

[t is being co-ordinated by
D Solly Suleman and Dr Ma-
homed Solwa of the Islamic
Medical Association, Dr
Ebrahim Essop Vawda of the
Igraa Trust of South Africa,
Dy Rennie Padavattan of
KwaZulu DHalysis and the Nu-
Shifa Hospital management,

Padavattan said a single
session of renal dinlysis cost
aboul R1000, depending on a
patient’s needs. Some may
require up to three treat-
ments a week, so that could
easily accwmulate o B12 000 a
maonth.

“There are very few
patients who can afford a kid-
ney transplant., Others are
forced to limit their weeakly
hospital vizsits after exhaust.
ing their medical aid.

“Those who cannot meet
the state hospitals' criteria
are left with no option hut to
live with the illness until
their body can no longer cope

DURBAN doctors Mahomed Solwa, Solly Suleman, Rennie Padavattan and Ebrahim
Essop Vawda discuss the delicate procedure of renal dialysis with the use of an
Imitation kidney at the community centre at Nu-Shifa Hospital in Overport

with increased toxicity levels
in the bloodstrean, leading to
multiple organ failure and
eventually death,” spid Pada
vattan,

Suleman said thousands
of people around the
provinee who suffered from
kidney failure as a result of
hypertension, diabstes and
other related factors were
burdened with escalating
medical hills.

“This strategic partner-
ship will enahble the group to
provide essential treatimnent
to the public at a subsidised

rate or for free, depending on
their income,” said Suleman,

Vawda, the chief financial
officer of the Igraa Trust, has
pledged RE00 000 to help start
and sustain the project over
three vears,

“We hope the initiative
will see greater support from
the private and corporate sec-
tors over the next vear, so il
will become a long-term sarv-
ice to the community”

Suleman said the cam-
Paign was a community proj-
ect that required huge re-
sources, financial aid and
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expertise.

“We are appealing to mem-
bers of the private and cor po-
rate sectors to assist us in
helping others."

Solwa said the campaign
was also a drive to educate
the public about the causes,
effects and treatment of dia-
betes and hypertension, the
main causes of renal failure,

For details or to support
the campaign call the Is-
lamic Medial Association at
(31 207 X250,

karishma. ganpath@in,
COZ0




