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“Helping to bridge the gap between knowledge and policy”

The mission of the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program (TTCSP) is to
increase the profile, capacity and performance of think tanks at the
hational, regional and global levels so they can better serve policy makers
and the public.

The TTCSP conducts research on the relationship between think tanks,
politics and public policy, produces the annual Global Go To Think Tank
Index, develops capacity-building resources and programs, manages and
supports a global network of close to 7000 think tanks and trains future
think tank scholars and executives. The TTCSP often is referred to as the
“think tanks’ think tank”.

Introduction

The 2016 Global Go To Think Tank Index (GGTTI) marks the tenth year of continued efforts by
the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program (TTCSP) at the University of Pennsylvania to
acknowledge the important contributions and emerging global trends of think tanks worldwide.
Our initial effort to generate a ranking of the world’s leading think tanks in 2006 was a response
to a series of requests from donors, government officials, journalists, and scholars to produce
regional and international rankings of the world’s preeminent think tanks. Since its inception, our
ongoing objective for the GGTTI report is to gain understanding of the role think tanks play in
governments and civil societies. Using this knowledge, we hope to assist in improving the
capacity and performance of think tanks around the world.

Since 2006, the ranking process has been refined and streamlined, and the number and scope of
the institutions and individuals involved has steadily grown. The process, as in past years, relies
on a shared definition of public policy research, analysis, and engagement organizations, a
detailed set of selection criteria, and an increasingly open and transparent nominations and
selection process. As part of the nominations process, all 6,846 think tanks catalogued in the
TTCSP’s Global Think Tank Database were contacted and encouraged to participate, in addition
to over 4,750 journalists, policymakers, public and private donors, and functional and regional
area specialists. This group of peers and experts was surveyed to both nominate and rank public
policy research centers of distinction for 2015.




To refine and validate the generated ranking lists, TTCSP assembled Expert Panels comprised of
hundreds of members from a wide variety of backgrounds and disciplines. Additionally, new
media — the website and social media presence — helped us communicate and disseminate
information about criteria for this year’s Index to a wider audience (please see “Methodology
and Timeline” for the complete set of nomination and ranking criteria, and “Appendices” for a
detailed explication of the ranking process). Given the rigor and scope of the nomination and
selection processes, the rankings produced thus far have been described as the insider’s guide to
the global marketplace of ideas.

As a final note, we would like to remind you that the data collection, research; and analysis for
this project, as in previous years, were conducted without the benefit of field research, a budget,
or staff. We are confident that the peer nomination and selection process, as well as the work of
the international Expert Panels, have enabled us to create the most authoritative list of high
performance think tanks in the world. Still, efforts to streamline and perfect the process are
ongoing. We are continually seeking ways to enhance the process and welcome your comments
and suggestions. We further encourage you to provide the names and contact information for
prospective expert panelists for functional and regional areas covered by the Index.

Thank you for your continued support of the TTCSP and of the annual Global Go To Think Tank
Index. We hope our efforts to highlight the important contributions and emerging global trends
of think tanks worldwide will foster insightful discussions and debates on the present and future
roles of these vital institutions.

What is a Think Tank?

Think tanks are public-policy research analysis and engagement organizations that generate
policy-oriented research, analysis, and advice on domestic and international issues, thereby
enabling policymakers and the public to make informed decisions about public policy. Think
tanks may be affiliated or independent institutions that are structured as permanent bodies, not ad
hoc commissions. These institutions often act as a bridge between the academic and
policymaking communities and between states and civil society, serving in the public interest as
independent voices that translate applied and basic research into a language that is
understandable, reliable, and accessible for policymakers and the public (Think Tanks and Policy
Advice in the US, Routledge 2007 and in The Fifth Estate: The Role of Think Tanks in Domestic
and Foreign Policy in the US forthcoming University of Pennsylvania Press).

In an effort to bridge these conceptual problems and create a typology that takes into
consideration the comparative differences in political systems and civil societies, we have
developed a number of categories for think tanks. Think tanks may perform many roles in their
host societies — there is, in fact, wide variation among think tanks in the work they do and the
extent to which they do it. Over the last 87 years, several distinct organizational forms of think
tanks have emerged that differentiate themselves in terms of their operating styles, patterns of
recruitment, and aspirations to academic standards of objectivity and completeness in research. It




should be noted that alternate typologies of think tanks have been offered by other analysts.! In
the global context, most think tanks tend to fall into the broad categories outlined below.

Figure 1: Categories of Think Tank Affiliations

CATEGORY DEFINITION
AUTONOMOUS AND Significant independence from any one interest group or donor and
INDEPENDENT autonomous in its operatmn and funding from govemrnent
Autonomous from government but control]ed by an interest group, donor,
QUASI INDEPENDENT or contracting agency that provides a majority of the funding and has
mg‘mﬁcant influence over operations of the think tank
GOVERNMENT AFFILIATED A part of the formal structure of govemment
QUASI GOVERNMENTAL Funded excluswely by government grants and contracts but not a part of
the formal structure of governmcnt
UNIVERSITY AF FILIATED A pohcy research ccntcr ata umversmy

POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATED 7

CORPORATE (FOR PROFIT)

Formally afﬁhated w1th a pohtlcal party

A for—proﬁt pubhc pohcy rcsearch orgamzatlon afﬁhated with a
corporation or merely operating on a for-profit basis

! Another typology distinguishes between three types of think tanks: “universities without students,”
confract researchers and advocacy tanks. Weaver (1989).
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North America and Europe
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There are 1931 think tarnks in North America (Mexico, Canada and US) of which 1835
are in the United States

There are 1770 think tanks in Europe

Close to 55 percent of all think tanks are in North America and Europe

90.5 percent of think tanks were created since 1951

The number of think tanks in the US has more than doubled since 1980

31 percent of think tanks were created between 1981 to 1990

The End of Post WWII consensus & Challenge to the Welfare State contributed to the
growth of think tanks on the left and the right of the political spectrum

Most of the think tanks that have come into existence in the United States since the 1970s
are specialized for a particular regional or functional area

About one quarter of U.S. think tanks (approximately 400 institutions) are located in
Washington, DC

More than half the think tanks are university affiliated

The rate of establishment of think tanks has declined over the last 12 years in the United
States and Europe

Asia, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East

+

Asia, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, and North Africa continue to see an
expansion in the number and type of think tanks established

Asia has experienced a dramatic growth in think tanks since the mid-2000s

Many think tanks in these regions continue to be dependent on government funding along
with gifts, grants, and contracts from international public and private donors

University, government affiliated, or funded think tanks remain the dominate model for
think tanks in these regions

There 1s increasing diversity among think tanks in these regions with independent,
political party affiliated, and corporate/business sector think tanks that are being created
with greater frequency

In an effort to diversify their funding base, think tanks have targeted businesses and
wealthy individuals to support their core operations and programs

Reasons for the Growth of Think Tanks in the Twentieth and Twenty-First Centuries

> » > > > * >

Information and technological revolution

End of national governments’ monopoly on information

Increasing complexity and technical nature of policy problems

Increasing size of government

Crisis of confidence in governments and elected officials

Globalization and the growth of state and non-state actors

Need for timely and concise information and analysis that is “in the right form, in the
right hands, at the right time””

? McGann, James G., ed. Think tanks and policy advice in the US: Academics, advisors and advocates.
Routledge, 2007.
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Reasons for the Recent Decline in Number of Think Tanks Established Worldwide

*+ Political and regulatory environment growing hostile to think tanks and NGOs in many
countries

* Decreasing funding for policy research by public and private donors

¢ Public and private donors tendency toward short-term, project-specific funding instead of -
investing in ideas and institutions

¢ Underdeveloped institutional capacity and the inability to adapt to change

* Increased competition from advocacy organizations, for-profit consulting firms, law
firms, and 24/7 electronic media

* Institutions having served their purpose and discontinued their operations

When T helped organize the first international meeting of think tanks, one of the major debates at
the meeting was the contention that the term “think tank” doesn’t travel well across borders and
cultures. That is clearly no longer the case, as the term is now widely accepted around the globe
to describe “public-policy research analysis and engagement organizations that generate policy-
oriented research, analysis, and advice on domestic and international issues, which enable
policymakers and the public to make informed decisions about public policy issues.”

And increasingly, think tanks are a global phenomenon because they play a critical role for
governments and civil societies around the world by acting as bridges between knowledge
(academia) and power (politicians and policymakers).

Governments and individual policymakers, throughout the developed and developing world, face
the common problem of bringing expert knowledge to bear in government decision-making.
Policymakers need understandable, reliable, accessible, and useful information about the
societies they govern. They also need to know how current policies are working, as well as to set
out possible alternatives and their likely costs and consequences. This expanding need has

fostered the growth of independent public policy research organization: the think tank
community, as we know it,

Think tanks have increased in number, but also the scope and impact of their work have
expanded dramatically as well. Still, the potential of think tanks to support and sustain
democratic governments and civil societies around the world is far from exhausted. The
challenge for the new millennium is to haress the vast reservoir of knowledge, information, and
associational energy that exist in public policy research organizations so that it supports self-
sustatning economic, social, and political progress in every region of the world for public good.

Part of the goal of this report is to raise some of the critical threats and opportunities that face the
think tank community globally. These threats are best expressed by what I call the “four mores™:

3 McGann, 2007.




Top Think Tanks Worldwide (U.S. and non-U.S.)
Table 3
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22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

33

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.

. Brookings Institution (United States)

. Chatham House (United Kingdom)

. French Institute of International Relations (IFRI) (France)

. Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) (United States)
. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (United States)

. Bruegel (Belgium)

. RAND Corporation (United States)

. Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars (United States)

. Fundacao Getulio Vargas (FGV)

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) (United States)

Cato Institute (United States)

Heritage Foundation (United States)

International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) (United Kingdom)
Center for American Progress (CAP) (United States)

Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA) (Japan)

Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS) (Germany)

Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES) (Germany)

German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) (Germany)
Fraser Institute (Canada)

Peterson Institute for International Economics (PIIE) (United States)

. Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) (Belgium)

Amnesty International (Al) (United Kingdom)

Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) (United Kingdom)

Carnegie Moscow Center (Russia)

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research (AEI) (United States)
International Crisis Group (ICG) (Belgium)

Transparency International (TI) (Germany)

Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) (Sweden)

Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI) (Japan)

European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR) (United Kingdom)
Institute for World Economy and International Relations (IMEMO RAS) (Russia)
Human Rights Watch (United States)

. China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations (CICIR) (China)
Korea Institute for International Economic Policy (KIEP) (Republic of Korea)
German Development Institute (DIE) (Germany)

Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) (Canada)

Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS) (Denmark)

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) (China)

Consejo Argentino para las Relaciones Internacionales (CARI) (Argentina)
China Institute of International Studies (CIIS) (China)

Carnegie Middle East Center (Lebanon)

German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP) (Germany)

Kiel Institute for the World Economy (IfW) (Germany)

Korea Development Institute (KDI) (Republic of Korea)

IDEAS (United Kingdom)

Australian Institute for International Affairs (AIIA) (Australia)

Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) (United Kingdom)

Clingendael, Netherlands Institute of International Relations (Netherlands)
Human Rights Watch (HRW) (United States)

Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN)

(South Africa)

51

. Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies (ACPSS) (Egypt)



52. Development Research Center of the State Council (DRC) (China)

53. Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) (United Kingdom)

54. Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA) (India)

55. Libertad y Desarrollo (LyD) (Chile)

56. Razumkov Centre (Ukraine)

57. Lowy Institute for International Policy (Australia)

58. Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies (WMCES), FKA Centre for European
Studies (Belgium)

59. Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) (Norway)

60. Bonn International Center for Conversion (BICC) (Germany)

61. Barcelona Centre for International Affairs (CIDOB) (Spain)

62. Overseas Development Institute (ODI) (United Kingdom)

63. Aftrican Centre for the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (ACCORD) (South
Africa)

64. Urban Institute (United States)

65. East Asia Institute (EAI) (Republic of Korea)

66. Center for Social and Economic Research (CASE) (Poland)

67. Institute for International Political Studies (ISPI) (Italy)

68. African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) (Kenya)

69. Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM) (Poland)

70. World Economic Forum (WEF) (Switzerland)

71. Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) (Republic of Korea)
72. Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) (Norway)

73. Centre for European Reform (CER) (United Kingdom)

74. Shanghai Institutes for International Studies (SIIS) (China)

75. European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) (France)

76. Turkish Economic and Social Studies Foundation (TESEV) (Turkey)

77. South African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) (South Africa)

78. Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) (Indonesia)

79. Institute of Foreign Affairs and National Security (IFANS) (Republic of Korea)
80. Institute of International and Strategic Studies (IISS), FKA Center for International
and Strategic Studies (China)

81. Centre for Civil Society (CCS) (India)

82. Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs (United States)

83. Singapore Institute of International Affairs (SIIA) (Singapore)

84. Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) (Italy)

85. Elcano Royal Institute (Spain)

86. Fundacion para el Analisis y los Estudios Sociales (FAES) (Spain)

87. Centre for Conflict Resolution (CCR) (South Africa)

88. Institute of Development Studies (IDS) (United Kingdom)

89. Heinrich Boll Foundation (HBS) (Germany)

90. Association for Liberal Thinking (ALT) (Turkey)

91. Demos (United Kingdom)

92. European Centre for International Political Economy (ECIPE) (Belgium)

93. Timbro (Sweden)

94. Centro de Estudios Publicos (CEP) (Chile)

95. Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) (Singapore)

96. Civitas: Institute for the Study of Civil Society (United Kingdom)

97. Centro de Divulgacion del Conocimiento Econdmico para la Libertad (CEDICE
Libertad) (Venezuela)

98. Atlantic Council (United States)

99. Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies (IDSS) (Singapore)

100. Centre for Policy Studies (CPS) (United Kingdom)

101. Centre for Public Policy Studies (CPPS) (Malaysia)

102. Fedesarrollo (Colombia)



103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
1009.
110.
111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.
119.
120.
121.
122.
123.
124.
125.

African Technology Policy Studies Network (ATPS) (Kenya)
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) (Bangladesh)
Unirule Institute for Economics (China)

Centre for Independent Studies (CIS) (Australia)

Hudson Institute (United States)

Center for Free Enterprise (CFE) (Republic of Korea)

Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) (Israel)

Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) (India)
Center for China and Globalization (China)

Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) (India)

Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO) (Costa Rica)
IMANI Center for Policy and Education (Ghana)

Center for Policy Studies (CPS) (Hungary)

Institute for Security Studies (ISS) (South Africa)

Institute for International Policy Studies (IIPS) (Japan)

EGMONT — The Royal Institute for International Relations (Belgium)
Observer Research Foundation (ORF) (India)

European Policy Centre (EPC) (Belgium)

Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) (Germany)
Fundacao Armando Alvares Penteado (FAAP) (Brazil)

Free Market Foundation (FMF) (South Africa)

Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO) (Russia)
Council for the Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA)

(Senegal)

126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.
149.
150.
151.
152.
153.
154.
155.
156.

Asia Society Policy Institute (ASPI) (United States)

National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) (United States)
Center for Strategic Studies (SAM) (Azerbaijan)

Instituto Ecuatoriano de Economia Politica (IEEP) (Ecuador)

Adam Smith Institute (United Kingdom)

Gulf Research Center (GRC) (Saudi Arabia)

Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS) (Sri Lanka)

Istituto Bruno Leoni (IBL) (Italy)

Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) (Kenya)
Mercatus Center (United States)

Centro de Estudio de la Realidad Economica y Social (CERES) (Uruguay)
Lithuanian Free Market Institute (LFMI) (Lithuania)

National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS) (Japan)

Development Alternatives (DA) (India)

Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC) (Uganda)

Centre for Liberal Strategies (CLS) (Bulgaria)

Delhi Policy Group (India)

Chicago Council on Global Affairs (United States)

Ifo Institute — Leibniz Institute for Economic Research (Germany)
Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA) (Finland)

Consejo Mexicano de Asuntos Internacionales (COMEXI) (Mexico)
EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy (Czech Republic)
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP) (Greece)
Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies (RDCY) (China)
Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei (FEEM) (Italy)

Hoover Institution (United States)

Center for Economic and Social Development (CESD) (Azerbaijan)
Institucion Futuro (Spain)

World Resources Institute (WRI) (United States)

German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF) (United States)
Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty (United States)



157. Institute for Development and Global Governance (DRI) (France)

158. Centro Euro-Mediterraneo sui Cambiamenti Climatici (CMCC) (Italy)

159. Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom (FNF) (Germany)

160. Center for Global Development (CGD) (United States)

161. Fundar, Centro de Analisis e Investigacion (Mexico)

162. Organization for Social Science Research in Eastern and Southern Africa (OSSREA)
(Ethiopia)

163. Centro de Investigaciones Economicas Nacionales (CIEN) (Guatemala)

164. Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI) (Cambodia)

165. Israel-Palestine: Creative Regional Initiatives (IPCRI), FKA Israel-Palestine Center
for Research and Information (Israel/Palestine)

166. Copenhagen Consensus Center (Denmark)

167. Research and Information (Israel/Palestine)

168. Centro Studi Internazionali (Ce.S.1.) (Italy)

169. Ethiopian Development Research Institute (EDRI) (Ethiopia)

170. Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER) (Ghana)

171. Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development (CIPDD) (Georgia)
172. Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS) (India)

173. Centre for Geopolitical Studies (GEOPOLITIKA) (Lithuania)

174. Centre for Policy Research (OPR) (India)

175. Fundacion Libertad (Argentina)



